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JP 1, Doctrine for the Armed Forces of the United States
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JP 3-10, Joint Security Operations

JP 3-31, Command and Control for Joint Land Operations

JP 5-0, Joint Planning

JP 6-0, Joint Communications System

JPs Revised (signed within last 6 months)
JP 3-02, Amphibious Operations

JP 3-07.4, Joint Counterdrug Operations

JP 3-09, Joint Fire Support

JP 3-16, Multinational Operations

JP 3-17, Air Mobility Operations

JP 3-30, Command and Control of Joint Air Operations

JP 4-0, Joint Logistics

JP 4-04, Contingency Basing

JP 4-09, Distribution Operations

JP 4-10, Operational Contract Support

but this may mask deeper disagreements 
in the actual meanings of words. NATO 
joint functions are not exactly DOD joint 
functions—nor are they Army warfight-
ing functions.

Finally, this brief history raises another 
set of questions that demand reflection. If 
the joint functions express the military’s 
collective wisdom on how to best com-
bine arms and cross domains—how to do 
jointness—then what should we conclude 
from the reluctance of the doctrine to 
put soft power concepts (information, 
most notably, but also intelligence and 
CIMIC) on equal footing as hard power 
concepts (fires, maneuver, protection)? 
Does the adoption of information as 
a joint function in 2017 resolve this 
problem, or do these same vulnerabilities 
persist? These and other questions about 
how to develop the right doctrine at the 
right time remain to be answered.

This historical understanding of the 
joint functions is intended to overcome 
the longstanding reluctance to place soft 
power elements of the modern battle-
field on the same footing as hard power 
elements. Given that competitors are 
increasingly oriented toward exploiting 
our political vulnerabilities, getting the 
joint functions right—striking the right 
balance between hard and soft power—is 
more important than ever. JFQ
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