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application of joint force capabilities 
and strengthen the alignment of the 
instruments of national power. The 
factors work in conjunction with exist-
ing methodologies to assist the joint 
force in achieving U.S. policy aims.”18 
Throughout all the strategic-level 
documents, the same conclusion can be 
found—all capabilities need to be inte-
grated in order to achieve the optimal 
desired effects.

Until the definition, utilization, and 
cultural understanding of “fires” is up-
dated to include all offensive capabilities, 
regardless of the weapon system they 
originate from, the integration and syn-
chronization problem will remain. The 
JTC is designed to provide the optimal 
solutions, but stovepiping capabilities 
prevents the process from being fully 
realized. Instead of trying to achieve 
consensus on a specific term like kinetic, 
the joint doctrine development com-
munity and the joint force should focus 
on the primary warfighting function that 
is responsible for delivering the effects 
necessary to achieve the commander’s 
objectives. Without doing so, the same 
complications of synchronization and 
integrations will be manifested repeat-
edly and will continue to be brought up 
during joint exercise after action reports 
as well as feedback received during joint 
fires-related publications revisions. The 
capabilities are extant and efforts are 
ongoing to use the JTC the way it was 
designed. The missing piece now is the 
formalization of the idea that all capabili-
ties need to be considered. To do this, all 
offensive capabilities should be considered 
under the fires function and thereby 
equally considered during the targeting 
process. Similar to a concept developing 
into the next major military acquisition 
program, the solution cannot already be 
assumed. Incorporating the integration 
and synchronization of all offensive capa-
bilities allows joint planners, through the 
JTC, the ability to recommend an optimal 
solution to achieve the desired effects, 
enhancing how fires are understood at the 
fundamental level. It will refocus the joint 
warfighting community and open the 
eyes of those who have been constrained 

by compartmented ideologies. Then joint 
force commanders will truly know what it 
means to “fire for effect.” JFQ
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