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advisor team missions such as Provincial 
Reconstruction Teams and Coalition 
Air Force Transition Teams enhance 
the advisor activities and improve inter-
Service coordination. TCO was created 
to help troops in Iraq who were finding 
their convoys coming under attack from 
improvised explosive devices, rocket-
propelled grenades, and small arms 
from insurgent forces. This publication 
provides a quick-reference guide for 
convoy commanders operating in theater 
who are using best practices and common 
procedures for convoy operations among 
the Services. All of these publications 
are designed to assist Servicemembers in 
accomplishing their missions.

In addition to developing MTTPs for 
the Warfighter, ALSA produces the Air 
Land Sea Bulletin (ALSB) three times a year. 
The ALSB usually has five to seven articles 
focused around a predetermined topic (such 
as unmanned aircraft or close air support) 
written by SMEs in the field. It offers war-
fighters the opportunity to share operational 
lessons learned and spread the word about 
recent developments in warfighting con-
cepts, issues, and Service interoperability. 
The intent is good cross-Service flow of 
information among readers around the 
globe.

At present, ALSA is one of the many 
outstanding organizations contributing 
to the fight and helping our nation win its 
wars. For ALSA, there is always new work 
on the horizon due to the ever changing 
operational environment. To learn more 
about ALSA or to provide feedback, please 
see the ALSA CAC-enabled Web site at 
https://www.alsa.mil where you can down-
load ALSA MTTPs and publications. These 
publications will soon be available on the 
Joint Doctrine, Education, and Training 
Electronic Information System (JDEIS) 
Web portal to enable detailed browsing and 
advanced search.

For access to joint publications, go 
to the JDEIS Web portal at https://jdeis.
js.mil (.mil users only). For those without 
access to .mil accounts, go to the Joint 
Electronic Library Web portal at  
http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine.
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Africa Security Brief No. 5
Cocaine and Instability in Africa: Lessons 
from Latin America and the Caribbean

Davin O’Regan examines narcotics trafficking 
in Latin America and the Caribbean for lessons 
that might be applied to Africa. He finds that 
the dollar value of cocaine trafficked through 
West Africa has risen rapidly, surpassing 
all other illicit commodities smuggled in the 
subregion. Experience from Latin America 
and the Caribbean shows that cocaine traffic 
contributes to dramatically higher levels of 
violence and instability. Given that co-opting 
government officials is the preferred method 
of Latin American traffickers, the author 
argues that African governments need to 
act urgently to protect the integrity of their 
counternarcotics institutions.
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for the 	
Africa Center for Strategic Studies

Forging Partnerships for Africa’s Future 
The Africa Center offers a variety of resources that 
keep readers abreast of the Africa-related news and 
research published on this site.

http://africacenter.org/

To subscribe to Africa Center’s Daily Media 
Review and/or Africa Security Briefs, go to 
http://africacenter.org/subscribe/, enter email 
address, check the box next to the name 
of the newsletter(s) desired, and click the 
“Submit” button.
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China Strategic Perspectives Series, No. 2
Civil-Military Relations in China:  
Assessing the PLA’s Role in Elite Politics

by Michael Kiselycznyk and Phillip C. Saunders

The authors review the last 20 years of academic literature on the role of the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in Chinese elite politics. They identify five trends 
that are largely responsible for the PLA’s markedly reduced role in elite politics: in-
creasing PLA professionalism, bifurcation of civil and military elites, reduced PLA 
role in political institutions, reduced emphasis on political work within the PLA, 
and increased military budgets. Reviewing several models of Chinese civil-military 
relations against actual case studies, the authors find that although each model had 
some descriptive and explanatory power, none possessed strong predictive ability. 
Although China is a much more open society today, lack of reliable information 
continues to make the study of civil-military relations in China difficult.
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The 71F Advantage: Applying Army Research Psychology for 
Health and Performance Gains
Edited by Paul T. Bartone, Ross H. Pastel, and Mark A. Vaitkus

71F is the area of concentration code assigned by the U.S. Army to the specialty 
of Research Psychology. Army research psychologists apply their extensive scien-
tific expertise and training toward understanding, preserving, and enhancing the 
health, morale, and performance of Soldiers and their families. They do this in 
many ways and in many areas, but always with an empirical, evidence-based ap-
proach, and always with an applied focus.

This book, the first of its kind, is intended to provide a comprehensive overview of 
what Army research psychologists do. Chapters cover the diverse activity areas of 
71Fs, from the neurophysiology of sleep, to traumatic brain injury, to leadership 
and organizational process, as well as several personal and historical accounts.

Visit the NDU Press Web site for more information on publications at 
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New Journal from NDU Press

PRISM

PRISM explores, promotes, and debates emerging thought and best practices as civilian capacity increases in order to 
address challenges in stability, reconstruction, security, counterinsurgency, and irregular warfare. Published by NDU 
Press for the Center for Complex Operations, PRISM welcomes articles on a broad range of complex operations 
issues, especially civil-military integration. Manuscript submissions should be between 2,500 and 6,000 words and 
sent via email to prism@ndu.edu.

National Defense University is pleased to announce publication of issue 1, no. 4 (September 2010) of 
PRISM. This milestone issue—at 180 pages, the largest to date—marks the journal’s first complete year 
of existence. Feature articles cover topics such as diplomacy before and after conflict, an assessment 
of opportunities and risks as the war in Afghanistan enters a decisive phase, a call for a paradigm shift 
from nationbuilding to “netwar” in Afghanistan, as well as several other perspectives on the Afghanistan 
conflict. The “From the Field” article offers an upbeat view of Colombia’s successful irregular war 
against the FARC insurgency, while “Lessons Learned” presents the sobering experiences of an embed-
ded Provincial Reconstruction Team in Iraq. Also included are enlightening interviews with the ambas-
sadors to the United States of both Afghanistan and Pakistan. The issue closes with a review essay on 
civil-military relations.

The new NDU Press Web site makes 
accessing your favorite publications 
easier than ever. New publications 
and blog posts are added daily so 
that readers can stay up to date 
on general activities and join in the 
discussion on topics of interest. 

Visit NDU Press today to check it out:  

ndupress.ndu.edu

NDU Press Launches New Web site




