Twilight of the Gods might seem a
bit repetitive in a few places, but this is
a small quibble by a reviewer dazzled by
the extent of Toll’s impressive achieve-
ment—the creation of an instant classic
with this volume, not to mention his
entire Pacific War trilogy. Sweeping in
scope, brilliantly written, and with les-
sons for the joint force too numerous
to list, Twilight of the Gods, as well as its
two predecessor volumes, should figure
prominently in the education of today’s
joint force. JFQ
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CALL FOR
ENTRIES

for the

2022 Secretary of Defense and
2022 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Essay Competitions

Are you a professional military education (PME) student? Imagine your winning essay
published in a future issue of Joint Force Quarterly, catching the eye of the Secretary and
Chairman as well as contributing to the debate on an important national security issue.

Who's Eligible? Students, including international students, at U.S. PME
colleges, schools, and other programs, and Service research fellows.

What's Required? Research and write an original, unclassified essay on some
aspect of U.S. national, defense, or military strategy. The essay may be written
in conjunction with a course writing requirement. Important: Please note that

entries must be selected by and submitted through your college.

When? Anytime during the 2021-2022 academic year. Students are encouraged
to begin early and avoid the spring rush. Final judging and selection of winners
take place May 2022, at NDU Press, Fort McNair, Washington, DC.

For further information, see your college’s essay coordinator or go to:
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/About/Essay-Competitions/



Great Power competition is a framework for understanding interstate relations that dominated
geopolitics for centuries prior to World War II. Past GPC eras have featured multiple powerful
states jockeying for relative status and position. After lying dormant during a two-decade period
of post—Cold War globalization and American international primacy, the dynamics of GPC
returned to international relations and security studies in earnest during the late 2010s.

Strategic Assessment 2020 provides an expert and nuanced understanding of the most
important emerging dimensions of GPC between the three Great Powers in 2020: the United
States, China, and Russia. It establishes that the United States stands atop the triumvirate, with
China a rising competitor and Russia vying for top-level prestige while facing clear signs of
decline. The Sino-American competitive dyad is likely to be the dominant Great Power rivalry
into the future. Chapters focus on the critical activities among these Great Powers and develop
major implications for other state actors, nonstate actors, and global institutions.

Authors include scholars from the National Defense University and the Institute for National
Strategic Studies who have been directly engaged as thought leaders and policymaking pioneers
grappling with the strategic contours of the new era of GPC. Chapters and combinations of
chapters will be not only useful for students of national security, international relations, and
foreign affairs in an academic setting, but also of great value to policy practitioners.

Have you checked out NDU Press online lately?

With 40,000 unique visitors each month, the NDU Press Web

site is a great place to find information on new and upcoming
articles, occasional papers, books, and other publications.

You can also find us on:

Facebook Flickr

Twitter Pinterest

Visit us online at: https://ndupress.ndu.edu
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