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Appendix B: Authorizing Statutes for the 
Armed Forces

U.S. Army

TITLE 10, Subtitle B, PART I, CHAPTER 307.
Sec. 3062. – Policy; composition; organized peace establishment 

(a) It is the intent of Congress to provide an Army that is capable, 
in conjunction with the other armed forces, of – 

(1) preserving the peace and security, and providing for the de-
fense, of the United States, the Territories, Commonwealths, and pos-
sessions, and any areas occupied by the United States; 

(2) supporting the national policies; 
(3) implementing the national objectives; and 
(4) overcoming any nations responsible for aggressive acts that im-

peril the peace and security of the United States. 

(b) In general, the Army, within the Department of the Army, 
includes land combat and service forces and such aviation and wa-
ter transport as may be organic therein. It shall be organized, trained, 
and equipped primarily for prompt and sustained combat incident to 
operations on land. It is responsible for the preparation of land forces 
necessary for the effective prosecution of war except as otherwise as-
signed and, in accordance with integrated joint mobilization plans, for 
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the expansion of the peacetime components of the Army to meet the 
needs of war. 

(c) The Army consists of – 

(1) the Regular Army, the Army National Guard of the United 
States, the Army National Guard while in the service of the United 
States and the Army Reserve; and 

(2) all persons appointed or enlisted in, or conscripted into, the 
Army without component. 

(d) The organized peace establishment of the Army consists of all – 

(1) military organizations of the Army with their installations and 
supporting and auxiliary elements, including combat, training, ad-
ministrative, and logistic elements; and 

(2) members of the Army, including those not assigned to units; 
necessary to form the basis for a complete and immediate mobilization 
for the national defense in the event of a national emergency.

U.S. Marine Corps

TITLE 10, Subtitle C, PART I, CHAPTER 507. 
Sec. 5063. – United States Marine Corps: composition; functions 

(a) The Marine Corps, within the Department of the Navy, shall 
be so organized as to include not less than three combat divisions and 
three air wings, and such other land combat, aviation, and other ser-
vices as may be organic therein. The Marine Corps shall be organized, 
trained, and equipped to provide fleet marine forces of combined arms, 
together with supporting air components, for service with the fleet in 
the seizure or defense of advanced naval bases and for the conduct of 
such land operations as may be essential to the prosecution of a naval 
campaign. In addition, the Marine Corps shall provide detachments 
and organizations for service on armed vessels of the Navy, shall pro-
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vide security detachments for the protection of naval property at naval 
stations and bases, and shall perform such other duties as the President 
may direct. However, these additional duties may not detract from or 
interfere with the operations for which the Marine Corps is primarily 
organized. 

(b) The Marine Corps shall develop, in coordination with the Army 
and the Air Force, those phases of amphibious operations that pertain 
to the tactics, technique, and equipment used by landing forces. 

(c) The Marine Corps is responsible, in accordance with integrated 
joint mobilization plans, for the expansion of peacetime components 
of the Marine Corps to meet the needs of war.

  

U.S. Navy

TITLE 10, Subtitle C, PART I, CHAPTER 507.
Sec. 5062. – United States Navy: composition; functions

(a) The Navy, within the Department of the Navy, includes, in 
general, naval combat and service forces and such aviation as may be 
organic therein. The Navy shall be organized, trained, and equipped 
primarily for prompt and sustained combat incident to operations at 
sea. It is responsible for the preparation of naval forces necessary for 
the effective prosecution of war except as otherwise assigned and, in 
accordance with integrated joint mobilization plans, for the expansion 
of the peacetime components of the Navy to meet the needs of war. 

(b) All naval aviation shall be integrated with the naval service as 
part thereof within the Department of the Navy. Naval aviation con-
sists of combat and service and training forces, and includes land-
based naval aviation, air transport essential for naval operations, all air 
weapons and air techniques involved in the operations and activities of 
the Navy, and the entire remainder of the aeronautical organization of 
the Navy, together with the personnel necessary therefor. 
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(c) The Navy shall develop aircraft, weapons, tactics, technique, 
organization, and equipment of naval combat and service elements. 
Matters of joint concern as to these functions shall be coordinated be-
tween the Army, the Air Force, and the Navy.

U.S. Air Force

TITLE 10, Subtitle D, PART I, CHAPTER 807.
Sec. 8062. – Policy; composition; aircraft authorization

(a) It is the intent of Congress to provide an Air Force that is capa-
ble, in conjunction with the other armed forces, of – 

(1) preserving the peace and security, and providing for the de-
fense, of the United States, the Territories, Commonwealths, and pos-
sessions, and any areas occupied by the United States;

(2) supporting the national policies;
(3) implementing the national objectives; and
(4) overcoming any nations responsible for aggressive acts that im-

peril the peace and security of the United States.

(b) There is a United States Air Force within the Department of 
the Air Force.

(c) In general, the Air Force includes aviation forces both combat 
and service not otherwise assigned. It shall be organized, trained, and 
equipped primarily for prompt and sustained offensive and defensive 
air operations. It is responsible for the preparation of the air forces 
necessary for the effective prosecution of war except as otherwise as-
signed and, in accordance with integrated joint mobilization plans, for 
the expansion of the peacetime components of the Air Force to meet 
the needs of war.
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(d) The Air Force consists of – 

(1) the Regular Air Force, the Air National Guard of the Unit-
ed States, the Air National Guard while in the service of the United  
States, and the Air Force Reserve; 

(2) all persons appointed or enlisted in, or conscripted into, the 
Air Force without component; and 

(3) all Air Force units and other Air Force organizations, with their 
installations and supporting and auxiliary combat, training, admin-
istrative, and logistic elements; and all members of the Air Force, in-
cluding those not assigned to units; necessary to form the basis for a 
complete and immediate mobilization for the national defense in the 
event of a national emergency.

(e) Subject to subsection (f) of this section, chapter 831 of this title, 
and the strength authorized by law pursuant to section 115 of this title, 
the authorized strength of the Air Force is 70 Regular Air Force groups 
and such separate Regular Air Force squadrons, reserve groups, and 
supporting and auxiliary regular and reserve units as required. 

(f) There are authorized for the Air Force 24,000 serviceable air-
craft or 225,000 airframe tons of serviceable aircraft, whichever the 
Secretary of the Air Force considers appropriate to carry out this sec-
tion. This subsection does not apply to guided missiles.

U.S. Coast Guard

TITLE 14, PART I, CHAPTER 1. 
Sec. 1. – Establishment of Coast Guard 

The Coast Guard as established January 28, 1915, shall be a mili-
tary service and a branch of the armed forces of the United States at all 
times. The Coast Guard shall be a service in the Department of Home-
land Security, except when operating as a service in the Navy.
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Sec. 2. – Primary duties
The Coast Guard shall enforce or assist in the enforcement of all 

applicable Federal laws on, under, and over the high seas and waters 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States; shall engage in maritime 
air surveillance or interdiction to enforce or assist in the enforcement 
of the laws of the United States; shall administer laws and promulgate 
and enforce regulations for the promotion of safety of life and property 
on and under the high seas and waters subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States covering all matters not specifically delegated by law to 
some other executive department; shall develop, establish, maintain, 
and operate, with due regard to the requirements of national defense, 
aids to maritime navigation, ice-breaking facilities, and rescue facili-
ties for the promotion of safety on, under, and over the high seas and 
waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States; shall, pursuant 
to international agreements, develop, establish, maintain, and operate 
icebreaking facilities on, under, and over waters other than the high 
seas and waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States; shall 
engage in oceanographic research of the high seas and in waters sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States; and shall maintain a state 
of readiness to function as a specialized service in the Navy in time 
of war, including the fulfillment of Maritime Defense Zone command 
responsibilities.




